MAKERS  OF  DESTRUCTION

to be possible* But the magic has worked! And worked
magnificently! Shall we not join in? It is as easy as pat,
and 'justifies the highest expectations'."

The explanation is not, to use the phrase of a recently
published English verse, that the * beast in the German*,
has suddenly emerged, and will emerge again and again
through all time. What has happened, and always will, is
the revolt of the suppressed beast in man, trying to throw
off the fetters of civilization. Once more, as at every great
historic crisis, the fragility of a higher humanity has been
revealed as our accustomed environment has collapsed in
ruins about each one of us. Our whole world of conventions
and agreed rules, once those rules have lost their accepted
validity, becomes nothing more than a dream, and we are
left defenceless in the world in face of the brute struggle
for existence.

Was it the Nazis who destroyed that world of conven-
tions? Did they really do more than profit by a destruction
that ha4 already been long at work?

vn
THE LURE  OF ADVENTURE

The mass of inherited political ideas and aspirations
which the German Foreign Ministry administered as
trustee included the stage properties of the political drama
which had ended so tragically in the Four-year War and
the Treaty of Versailles. I mean such conceptions as the
traditional policies for South-eastern Europe and Asia
Minor, for the Ukraine and the Caucasus, and for India
and the Far East. They included, for instance, Papen's
tortuous activities in America, and also the political devices
of conspiracy and corruption, subversive activities in coua-
trie$ regarded as potential opponents, and the stirring up of
full-scale revolutions-

In aH this the machine itself influenced the political line
of thought Existing practice, and political expedients
already in use, guided departmental views and ideas*
Beneath the surface of a policy of fulfilment and of loyalty
to the League of Nations there still remained the undertow